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I am excited to announce the publication of the inaugural issue of Diasporic Italy: Journal of the Italian American Studies Association. This journal has been a labor of love for numerous Italian American Studies Association (IASA) members over the years. The creation of an annual publication was proposed at the May 2014 IASA Executive Council meeting. Still, it never fully came to fruition until 2019–2020, when President Alan J. Gravano and then Vice President Ryan Calabretta-Sajder, with the help of Stan Pugliese, wrote the proposal for a new, annual, peer-reviewed journal with the University of Illinois Press. After a variety of meetings with both the press and IASA's ExCo, the proposal was accepted, and the Association signed a contract with UIP.
The association launched a search for the founding editor position, and eventually, the committee interviewed me about the position. Having coedited the previous IASA conference proceedings from sessions...
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