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Joseph Tusiani (1924–2020) was “a man for all seasons,” of both an intellectual and international caliber: Latinist, translator, professor emeritus, polyglot, and Poet Laureate of New York State.1 Tusiani was born in 1924 in his beloved San Marco in Lamis (Gargano, Italy) and moved to the US in 1947, where he began his career as a university professor in various institutions of higher education in New York, including the College of Mount Saint Vincent, Fordham University, Hunter College, and Lehman College, from which he retired in 1983.
Tusiani gained notoriety as a poet and translator of Italian classics when he was awarded the Greenwood Prize in 1956 for his poem “The Return”—the first “American” poet ever to win the prize—and was nicknamed “Michelangelo Man” by President John F. Kennedy for his translation of Michelangelo's Rime (Tusiani 1960). Sensitive and attentive to the social unrest of the 1960s and...
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